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Birthing and Midwives 


We greatly appreciate Marlena Ekstein's cooperation 
With What's Left, for participating in an extensive inter- 
view and for providing us with reading materials vital for 
the writing of this article. Donna Southwell contributed 
information that was helpful and much appreciated. 

At the core of women's struggles to assert our sexual, intel- 
lectual, emotional and physiological identities is our right 
to determine if, when and how we will have children. Hav- 
ing to incessantly fight for accessibility to environments 
supportive and respectful of our sexual autonomy, and for 
freedom to create such conditions without intervention 
from moralizing institutional elites is a degradation of our 
ability to know and choose lifestyles we feel best expressive 
of our desires. 

For twenty years, fervent pro-choice demands have articu- 
lated our needs to choose if and when we reproduce. 

The current crisis at Boston City Hospital (BCH) 
between 8 Certified Nurse-Midwives (CNWs), 

7 Affiliated Neighborhood Health Centers 
OB/GYN Group, and physicians and admini- 
stration of the OB/GYN department blatantly 
embodies the fundamental conflicts concerning 
how all women should be able to give birth. 

The divisive issues at BCH are not primarily labor struggles 
over wages, between administration and workers, or con- 
cerning complaints from disgruntled employees. Nor are 
they merely clashes of personalities and egos between au- 
thoritarian OB/GYN department head Kenneth Edelin, 
Director of Nurses, Dolores Williams, Midwifery Service" 
director, Agnes Chan, high-risk perinatologist, Sheila Ward 
and 'the fifteen'. Portraying the dispute as an inability for 
OB/GYN resident physicians to coexist with CNMs and the 
support doctors obscures the fundamental fight concern- 
ing access and practice of women's health care. 

In the U.S., there are approximately 2,000 midwives, most 
of whom are CNMs who are registered nurses and have li- 
censes from accredited schools of midwifery, independent, 
or direct-entry midwives are women who share similar 
philosophical, political, and personal understanding of 
birth and gynecological health care and are not part of in- 
stitutionalized medicine. Because they are denied access to 
hospitals and birth centers, direct-entry midwives help 
with home births, charge for their services (they receive no 
state, federal, or insurance subsidies), and usually don't 
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work with high-risk populations. 

CNMs work within a hospital, work with its affiliated birth 
centers, and support home births with physician back-up. 
They perform vaginal deliveries, episiotomies, give medi- 
cation if necessary, and provide extensive ongoing gyneco- 
logical, pre-natal, and post-partum care, thereby partici- 
pating as the primary health care supporters for women at 
neighborhood clinics. 

Ann Hargreaves, former director of Nursing Administra- 
tion at BCH, extablished the midwifery service 10 years 
ago. For five years CNMs had worked with a group of phy- 
sicians consistently supportive of their skills and roles in de- 
liveries. The "neighborhood docs" co-managed difficult 
births and collaborated with the CNMs in making clinical 
decisions when emergencies occurred. 

Ideally, CNMS and attending physicians share responsibili- 
ties and the beliefs that birthing is a normal physiologi- 
s cal process, that medical intervention is unnecessary 
% (until there is an emergency), that the experience 
^ should be em powering, supportive and unhurried, 

< and that women can enjoy freedom of movement 

during labor, choice of position while delivering, 
and liquids when requested. 

This contradicts the most basic assumptions of most 
obstetricians who treat birth as dangerous and view 
intervention, monitoring, subduing pain, and control- 
ling bodily functions as necessary for the safe delivery of 
healthy children. This guarantees their role as managers at 
one of the most intimate events in women's lives. 
Midwives are committed to provide consistent, attentive, 
culturally sensitive care before, during and after birth to 
women usually categorized as high-risk populations. Ur- 
ban, poor pregnant women who are young, heads of 
households, ill-housed, low-income and, in Boston, Afro- 
American, Hatian, Puerto Rican, Cape Verdean, Portu- 
guese, Vietnamese, Nigerian, Cambodian, and Guatema- 
lan women frequently utilize neighborhood clinics. 
Cultivating trusting intimate, mutually respectful relation- 
ships gives midwives time to share with women knowl- 
edge of their bodies, labor, delivery, the new responsibili- 
ties of motherhood, and enables CNMs to be responsive to 
individual needs, backgrounds, and fears. 

continued on next page 

1. Report from the U.S. Commission on the Preven- 
tion of Infant Mortality 




BIRTH REBORN 
Dr. Michel Odent 
Pantheon Books, New York, 1984 
123 ps. $8.95 

Rare are examples when leading members of established institu- 
tions willingly relinquish their roles in managing the participa- 
tion of people needing access to their specialized services. In 
Birth Reborn, Dr Michel Odent simply and beautifully explains 
his transformation from chief of general surgery and overseer 
of the maternity clinic at Pithiviers hospital in France to a fer- 
vent spokesman for anti-obstetrics and anti-interventionism in 
women's intimate sexual experience of giving birth. 

Odent's witness to births in French and European "factory-like" 
delivery rooms, in Algeria and Guinea, and at the clinic where 
mid-wives were solely responsible for supporting women in la- 
boi; led him to recognize that all pregnant women, having their 
individual pre-conceptions and past experiences of childbirth, 
also share an intense experience which they should be able to 
fulfill without "unnecessary and useless" procedures and restric- 
tions. 

In accessible language and appreciated respect for women's 
struggles to regain control of our physiological, emotional, and 
sexual identities, Odent describes his philosophy of health care 
for pregnant women and newborn children. Using much scien- 
tific information, he challenges the most basic assumptions and 
practices of obstetrics. 

He is collaborator, listener, learner from women and midwives 
who demand active participation and freedom to determine 
how best to give birth. There are two rules at the clinic: women 
will not be given drugs to relieve contractions; and, women will 
not give birth in the supine position. These common practices 
in physician managed births inevitably escalate women's 'need' 
for all the interventions (pitocin, forceps, epidurals, episioto- 
mies) associated with mechanized delivery. Odent understands 
psychoprophylaxis (the Lamaze method) as encouraging wom- 
en to control themselves and collude in their passivity. 

At the clinic, women are free to choose any position except su- 
pine for giving birth. Most deliver in the supported squat pos- 
ture. This maximizes downward weight, minimizes muscular 
effort and oxygen consumption, and relaxes perineal muscles 
which assist, with gravity, the baby's descent." Present are Dr. 
Odent and a midwife in case of an unanticipated emergency, 
and any number of co-participants the women choose. Odent 
believes birth is integral as a decision women make in their sexu- 
al lives and is not to be treated as illness, problem, or mystery 
Procedures at the clinic "demedicalize birth, restore dignity and 
humanity to the process of childbirth, and return control to the 
mother and are also the safest approaches." A few statistics: 

PL t . hivierg Hospitals/Phvsicians 

cesarean sections 6-7% 17% (Fr.) 20% (U.S.) 

episiotomies 7% 95% 

manual placenta 1% jsj/A 

deliveries 

Contrasting the depersonalizing, desensualizing, restrictive en- 
vironment and interventions of birthing laboratories' which 
forces women to be passive, with Pithiviers' supportive, inti- 
mate, private, salle sauvage" where women have complete ex- 
pressive freedom and no time constraints, I realized how insane 
are the struggles women, mid-wives, and Tiumble' physicians, 
in the U.S., must go through in order to create a safe, unobtru- 
sive place for fulfilling their demands to make this experience 
what women want. 


In each chapter, Odent describes a different stage in the labor 
process. The relationship between women and their children is 
the focus. They are never separated. He emphasizes the primary 
importance of mothers being the first to hold, bathe and care for 
their children and enjoy time to "bond". 

His insistence on respecting women's "instinctual responses" to 
the pain of birth was bothersome. I was worried that he was inti- 
mating "natural maternal behaviors" and "instinctual nurturing 
roles" to women. Fortunately, Odent explains his uneasiness 
with his words and stresses that responding to the "deliberate 
spontaneity" of birthing with "reasoned instinct" is the most 
reasonable and safest choice for women's active participation 
and freedom. The most astounding readings are passages wom- 
en who have given birth at the clinic wrote. 

Participation in daily informal rap sessions, singing groups, and 
exercise classes encouraged women to discover physical' and 
emotional resources, to listen to their bodies, feelings, and each 
other. Odent believes "ideally, institutions can offer a sense of 
community." 

Now the criticism. Since most women at Pithiviers "are usually 
from economically privileged backgrounds" and, institutions 
"serve" and are accessible to the privileged, and Odent is a male 
leader at an institution, who has chosen to "give" women free- 
dom; I feel uncomfortable heralding him as a revolutionary in 
health care. Since men doctors introduced forceps in the 17 th 
century, women and mid-wives have been struggling to reclaim 
our active participation in childbirth. This is blatant in the pres- 
ent crisis at Boston City Hospital. Although he recognizes and 
supports our demands. Dr. Odent has not reborn birth. He has 
institutionalized our centuries' demands. 

Ideally, as community, we can establish local centers where 
women can give each other support, information, confidence, 
and strength to experience the inevitable pain of childbirth. All 
women, not only "economically privileged", can have access to 
the care and freedom necessary for safe and healthy childbirth. 
Michel Odent is an inspiration as a changed and open individu- 
al. His motivation: 'Altering the initial contacts people have with 
others at the start of their lives is one concrete way we act to hu- 
manize the world." 
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BCH has a mandate to provide care for all who request it, 
yet the quality of care obstetricians give is less than ade- 
quate. They charge 2.5 times midwives fees and share an av- 
erage of 10 minutes with a woman per appointment. 
Whomever is on duty at the scheduled time is the physician 
responsible for that visit. Economically, obstetricians are 
not accessible to high-risk populations. Neither are they 
providing continuity in pre-natal care, which is vital for 
curtailing infant mortality. 1 Black women are 2.5-3.0 times 
more likely than white women to give birth to children 
who will die in their first year. The 1985 infant mortality 
rate for Black children in Boston was 25.3/1,000. 

Beginning in July 1987 with Ward's arbitrary interference 
and restrictions on the midwives ability to give fluids to 
women in labor and prohibition on attempts for vaginal 
births after women had cesarean sections, the CNMs and 
physicians were increasingly unable to retain autonomy. 
Frustrated with the undermining of their practice, without 
sufficient grievance procedures, isolated within the depart- 
ment, their input to clinical departmental decisions dis- 
missed, and facing the hostile lack of respect for their skills, 
positions, and philosophy of care, the physicians resigned 
in February and the midwives on 4 May. A private comit- 
tment among Edelin, Williams and the CNMs involved 
planning a 3 month phase out of their services. 


On 17 May, physician back-up was cut for the CNMs, effec- 
tively shutting them out of the OB/G YN unit. CNMs can- 
not deliver legally without attendants. On 30 June, they 
were notified they would be removed from the payroll on 
1 July. Were these punitive decisions? There is no alterna- 
tive midwifery service in place at BCH. The Neighborhood 
Services Subcommittee of the Boston City Council has pre- 
pared a report available for discussion on 15 August. 

Collectively, the CNMs and physician support group deliv- 
ered 60% of the births at BCH in 1987. Termination of this 
service has forced women to seek care away from their 
neighborhoods, without much choice for how they give 
birth. Transfers to private hospitals and restrictive obstetri- 
cians is not conducive for establishing the quality of emo- 
tional and empowering support with which CNMs are at- 
tributed. 

To control our lives, we must be able to control our fertility. 
This requires access to information, education, services, 
support and options we decide we need and want. Arbi- 
trary interventions, restrictions, and decision-making 
power of OB/G YN physicians involving institutionally ac- 
cepted means of reproductive health care denies us essen- 
tial freedoms and respect. Marginalized are people who 
work within alternative models and women who choose to 
actively experience these. 


Massachusetts Friends of Midwives (MFOM) was 
founded in 1983 and incorporated in 1986 to support the 
practice of midwifery and to safeguard every woman's 
right to give birth how, where and with whom she 

chooses. 1 Believing that community control of health care 
is necessary for restoring dignity, autonomy, empower- 
ment, access, and options to women, MFOM has sup- 
ported the CNM's during the past year 's struggles. 

In October, 1987, MFOM, the Traditional Childbearing 
Group (TCBG), and the Boston Women's Health Book 
Collective formed a coalition and have worked to influ- 
ence public health officials, city councilors, Boston City 
Hospital administrators, and physicians to retain the mid- 
wifery service. Meeting weekly and initiating city council 
and community meetings, they have publicized the crisis 
and provided much information to residents within the 
neighborhoods affected by the termination of this service. 

The coalition received money from Haymarket People's 
Fund, Boston Women's Fund, and the Boston-Camb ridge 
Ministry for Higher Education to support their outreach 
campaign. 

MFOM views the Boston Department of Health and Hos- 
pitals as unrepresentative of its consitituency and advo- 
cates community input involving decisions relating to 
availability of health care. 

The following "Proposal for Safeguarding and Expanding 
Midwifery Care at BCH and in Underserved Communi- 
ties" was presented to Dr. Kenneth Edelin at a community 
meeting on January 21, 1988: 

MFOM supports a full model of midwifery care at BCH 
for all women, but especially for low-income women, 
women of color, and immigrant women. As such, wead- 
vocate the following: 

• The immediate creation of a Community Adviso- 
ry Council to monitor all aspects of care provided 
for women's health by BCH, comprised of com- 
munity health advocates, direct-entry midwives, 
clients, and practitioners. 


1. The Midwife Advocate, Spring 1988 


• Increasing the scope and services of the Nurse- 
Midwifery Service at BCH by hiring additional 
CNMs to staff both the inpatient and clinic prac- 
tices. 

• Establishment of a free-standing Birth Center af- 
filiated with BCH for eligible midwifery clients. 

• Increasing the scope and services of the Nurse- 
Midwifery Service at BCH by hiring additional 
CNMs to staff both the inpatient and clinic prac- 
tices. 

• Establishment of a free-standing Birth Center af- 
filiated with BCH for eligible midwifery clients. 

• Institutional recognition of the important work 
of direct-entry midwives in combatting infant 
mortality in underserved communities by pro- 
viding back-up physician support for home births 
in the community. 

• Department of Health and Hospitals and Depart- 
ment of Public Health funding for direct-entry 
midwives who provide midwifery care for wom- 
en in underserved communities. ^ 

MFOM believes that acceptance of these proposals will do 
little to change the hostile environment in the OB/G YN de- 
partment at BCH until all physicians cooperate with the 
midwives' request to practice without intervention, until 
the service is given full administrative support, and until 
protocols are established that are strong and clear setting 
limits of physician and administrative interference which 
are respected. 

For information about MFOM, write to RO. Box 237, New- 
tonville, Ma. 02160 or call Marlena Ekstein at 522-7734 or 
Archie Brodsky at 731-0946. MFOM publishes a newsletter. 
The Midwife Advocate . Subscriptions are available, as is 
membership in MFOM. 

For information about the Traditional Childbearing Group, 
call Shafia Monroe at 445-5068. TCBG provides support 
for: midwifery services at home, pre-natal care, breast feed- 
ing, post partum support, and childbirth education. 

2. Ibid. 
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• *U Campaign shifts into high gear as 200 signs 

p m the MBTA exposing El Salvador's ‘death squad government" 
promoting the alternative-the people's movement, 
tributions needed, $15 per sign, to "NECAN-WD", 1151 Mass 
, Cambridge 02138 


pm The Boston Gay/Lesbian Pride Committee meets the 1 st 
•sday of every month in Room 801 of City Hall. New members are 
ome to our meetmgs. Subject meetings follow on other 
sdays throughout the month at alternate locations. For more 
mation, contact Matthew Hayes at 232-1716. 


pm 10:0° pm The Match Game to benefit The Hospice on 
? prosram of Hos Pice West. $4.00 Admission. At Moon 
? ' 2 09 Columbus Ave at Berkeley St, Boston. For information on 
s, being a contestant or donating prizes, call John or Toni at 

/ Z 


10:00 pm Discussion group for non-offending male sexual abuse 
ns. At the Conference Room at the Cambridge Chamber of 
Tierce, 859 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free. Call 498-9881 


.j 9 Open Visual Arts Display: cal] if you would like to 
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display your work! Free. At the Women's Center 46 
St ' Cambridge, Ma. Sponsored by the Women's 
ehouse. Call 354-8807 for more information^ 

m-ittOO pm Community Feud to benefit the Greater Boston 
jay Political Alliance. $4.00 Admission. At Moon Shine 209 
ibus Ave at Berkeley St, Boston. For information on shows 
a contestant or donating prizes, call John or Toni at 536-0972 


it 3 Ne,8hborhood tabling to make El Salvador Visible 
and collect contributions for the popular movement 
Saturday in September. Call Deborah Gordon or Kathy Brown 
’A, 492-8699 to jom tabling or sign holding. 

n Celebrate the freedom of Guillermo Morales, ex-prisoner of 

C °?“!l 1 directed b y Gru P° Mapeye, fr 0m p uert0 Rico 

Ortiz, MC, El Principe del Verso Negro". Admission, $ 7 . At the 
-ollege of Art, 621 Huntington Ave, Boston. Sponsored by 
e Nacional PDG-PR. v y 


m P *"l Je °P ard y to benefit the Gay and Lesbian Speakers 
L 7 ^ Adm ^ion. At Moon Shine, 209 Columbus Ave at 
:y St, Boston. For information on shows, being a contestant or 
ig prizes, call John or Toni at 536-0972 


on 5 JS 0 . am-A 00 pm. and 4:30 pm-9:30pm Bread 
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... and Roses Labor Day Heritage Festival. After- 

rhvities will take place on the Campagnone Common in Law- 
da. The evening concert will take place at Pemberton Park. Call 
2-1863 for more information. 


3/4 *7 through Oct 3 Exhibition of works by Alfredo 
" laar (Chilean visual 


Jaar (Chilean visual artist), Pedro Meyer (Mexi- 

itographer) and Graciela Iturbide (Mexican photographer). 

g reception, 5-8pm. Part of Latinoamerica Despierta (see Sept 

^Boston MaSS C0Ue8e ° f Art ' N ° rth HaU GaUer y 621 Hunting- 


Mobilizing meeting for the non-violent blockade of the Pen- 

“ for ° ctober 17 - At the Old Cambridge Baptist 
1151 Mass Ave in Cambridge. Call the Pledge of Resistance at 
for more information. 


?Quien Vive? Who lives? The life and death of Benjamin 
V new P la y about Nicaragua directed by Denny Partridge, 
and traditional songs in English and Spanish. A benefit 
ance sponsored by the Ben Linder Justice Commitee to 
die lawsuit filed by the Linder family against the Contras At 
bridge Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second St. Cambridge 
■chmere. Admission $5.00-$10.00. Call 876-9430 for more 


ion. 


Theatreworks nrp^ntc 
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MO!! 12 Franc ‘ sco Mendez-Diez (Cuban painter and 

r, . n P nntrr >aker). Opening reception, Sept. 22, 
.30-6.30 pm. Part of Latinoamerica Despierta (see Sept. 22 listing) At 

the Mass College of Art 11 th floor gallery, 621 Huntington Avi* Bceloa 

&00pm-l ftOOpm Lesbian Rap: Lesbians and Disabilities. Free At the 
Women s Center, 46 Pleasant St. Call 354-8807 for more information. 

o- 

TUPS 13 5:30 Pm-B :°0 pm Open House at the Cass 

Qf T ( * ... y „ Branch 0f the Boston VWCA, 140 Clarendon 
St. Tour of facilities, belly dance and swim technique demonstration. 


Wed 14 P ™ f ®AARD monthly meeting the 
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ramKririr. v a r Wednesda y ° { every month at the 

Cambridge Food Co-op, 580 Mass. Ave., Central Sq„ Cambridge 

Regular business meeting and draft and enlistment counseling 

sessions BAARD welcomes new anti-draft, anti-militarist activistf 

especially those wishing to do outreach work to youth on 
anti-militarism issues. Call 354-0931 for more information 


7.00 pm Boston NOW Reproductive Rights Task Force meeting 
Defend access to legal abortion and birth control, and work on other 
important reproductive rights issues. At the Boston NOW office 971 


Woman's freedom must come from and through 
herself. First by asserting herself as a personality, 
and not as a sex commodity. Second by refusing the 
right to anyone over her body; by refusing to bear 
children, unless she wants them; by refusing to be a 
servant to God, the State, society, the husband, the 

family, etc., by making her life simpler, but deeper 
and richer. 

-Emma Goldman 1910 

^ rom Em ma Goldman in America by Alice Wexler) 


7.00 pm Concert for the Countries and the Independence of Central 
America. The grand debut of "Del Grupo de Danza Folklorica de 
Honduras and music of South America with "Grupo Fortaleza" 
Admission $5 in advance, $6 at the door. At the Chelsea High School' 

rS a A a ? a : 1 * * * S P onsored hy Centro Presente, La Salvadorena' 
CASA and Comite Hondureno Francisco Morazan. For more 
mfromation, call CASA at 492-8699 or Centro at 497-9080. 


9.00 pm-2:00 am Gotham Ball to benefit the Aids Action Committee 


SUIT 1 8 i 1: °° am Inva ding Nicaragua with Peace. 
R ~, r „ r _ Speaker: Bob Livesey, organizer for Veterans 

ace Convoy. Free. At the Community Church of Boston, 565 
oy on St, Boston. Call 266-6710 for more information. Child Cari 

Noon - 4pm Open House at the Center for Marxist Education 
Program: speaker at 4pm, Loretta Williams from Unitarian 
Universalist Association will speak about the front-line state crisis The 

#^868^5620. ‘ EdUCat ° n ^ 3t 550 MaSS ' Ave " Carnb riclge, Ma„ Tel 


1 : 00 pm I s * Annual Jamaica Plain vs. Cambridge softball game incon- 
junction with the Cambndge-El Salvador Sister City Project Maga- 
zine Beach Field, Cambridge. Contact Neil Rohr at 491-2581 or City 
Life at 524-3408 for more information. ^ 


11:30 am. and 2:45 pm. Flor de Cana -Latin American 
contemporary and traditional music, at OXFAM’s 
International Harvest Fair. Cambridge Common 
Cambridge. 482-1211. 6 ' 


MOU 1 9 700 pm Committee on Gay and Lesbian 

w . Issues, National Association of Social 

Workers (Mass. Chapter) invites all interested social workers and 
social work students to our first fell meeting to plan our agenda for the 
commg ye a r Refreshments. For more information or directions call 
Judy at 524-7419 evenings. 

&00pm-10:00pm Lesbian Rap Long Distance Relationships. Free At 
the Womens Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Call 354-8807 for 
more information. ASLt 

Wfid 21 8.°0pm-l 0:00pm Feminist Discussion 

t , w , Groiip: Creative Change in Society. Free. At 

omen s Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Call 3 c vi_Rsn 7 


7:30 pm Institute for Democratic Socialism Forum: The Meaning of 
the Jackson Campaign, movement for democratic politics. Free. At 
the Workman's Circle, 1762 Beacon St, Brookline. 

Mon 26 7 00 P m Boston NOW Economic Equity Task 

vu Force mee ting. Rght wage discrimination 

based on sex and race. Use legislation and public education to support 
pay equity, the Up-To-Poverty Campaign and parental leave. At the 
Boston NOW office, 971 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Free For more 
information, call 782-1056 


7:30 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network monthly Volunteer 
Night Meet new people, stuff newsletters, talk, do BB WN projects All 
women welcome. Call 247-6683 for more information and directions 


7.30 pm Basics of Marxism: Eithg week class on consecutive mondays 
Tei f ° r MarXiSt EduCati ° n ' 550 Mass - Ave ' Cambridge, Ma„ 


8.00pm 10:00pm Lesbian Rap:EM.S. (premenstrual syndrome). Free 
At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Call 354-8807 for 
more information. ASL|^ 

Tues 27 7pm Letter Writing Night at the Women's 

Center. A great chance to state your case to 
newspapers public officials, organizations, etc. All women welcome. 
46 Pleasant St, Cambridge^. 

d 28 t0 ^ Ct B FMLN-FDR Tour Mercedes Salga- 
... , ^ do / representative of Salvadoran opposition 

will be touring New England and Eastern Massachusetts; public 
speaking and receptions. For more information, call CASA at 492-8699 

8:45 pm. Flor de Cana - Latin American contemporary and 
radmonal music. Middle East Restaurant, 472 Mass. Ave 
Cambridge. 354-8283. 

12 noon Afrocentricity by Molefi Kete Asante, author of Rhetoric of 

aid C ^ eV0 ^° n o nd tHe celebrated work > Afrocentricity, professor 
I TrV T °p he De P artment of African-American Studies at Temple 

ton cS^f^r 335 ' Colle S eof Art ,621 Huntington Ave., Bos- 
ton. Call 232-1555x504 for more information]^ 

3:°°pm 5.<X) pm Book Party for Reverend Dr. Katie Cannon's new 


7.00 pmBoston NOW Lesbian Rights Task Force meeting. Help pass 
federal and state legislation to prohibit discrimination o/the bL£ of 

^ Pr tT e S 7 p0rt lesblan ^ d gay rights in foster parenting, 
housing and employment. At the Boston NOW office 971 
^onweallh Ave., to.oe, Free . p„ mo „ ^ 


Zr,i C ° m T nity W ° rkS Campai 8 n Kick-Off celebrating our 
contributions: donors and activists united for change. Featured 

speakers: Maggie Kuhn, co-founder of the Gray Panthers Jack 
El^y^ran?? * ^ommittee on Hui SetiSs ^ 

423“^ SSoL'Sr AdmiSSl0n ' t2 - 10 SlW,nS ^ CaU 


i t Economy of Socialism: six sessions on Wednesday 
evenings. At the Center for Marxist Education, 550 Mass A ve 
Cambridge, Ma. Call 868-5620 for more information. 


8.00pm-10:00 p m Feminist Discussion Group: Confronting Oppres- 
e Remarks. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St^am- 

briHo-p CzW'XGjy QQrv7 c . . G,L / v -' din 


bridge. Call 354-8807 for more information. ASL^ 

Thurs 29 U: ^° am New Forms: Centr al America 

AIpptia /(izUroA V and tbe Caribbean Speakers: Claribel 

< C “ b “ « 


performance sponsored by the Ben Linder Justice Commitee to 
support the lawsuit filed by the Linder family against the Contras. At 
the Cambridge Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second St. Cambridge 
(near Lechmere. Admission $5.00-$10.00. Call 876-9430 for more 
information. 

8:00 pm. Theatreworks presents Kristen Giroux's performance. Bad 
Water, a personal monologue based on letters and postcards to family 
and friends and journals kept while traveling. The piece will 
incorporate the experiences of the artist in 32 countries. Written with 
Lesley Bannatyne and directed by Vincent Murphy. At the S tudebaker 
Space, 551 Tremont St, Boston. Pay what you can. For reservations and 
more information call David Miller at 783-2293. 

8:00 pm NOW Open House. Learn what NOW is doing, both locally 
and nationally, to fight for women's rights. Help organize on 
important issues such as reproductive rights, the ERA, pay equity and 
lesbian rights. The NOW Issues Forum follows the open house at 8:00 
pm. At the Boston NOW office, 971 Commonwealth Ave., Boston. 
Free. Call 782-1056 for more information. 


8:00pm-10:00pm Feminist Discussion Group: Talking about Sex. 
Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Call 354-8807 
for more information. ASLf^ 

f g ^ 8:00 pm Bad Water. Admission, $8. See Sept 7 


Fri 9 


8:00 pm Bad Water. Admission, $10. See Sept 7 
listing. 


^ ^ 1 J. *1 3:00 pm-5:00 pm Open House, Aswalo's House, 

XU Dorchester Branch YWCA 246 Seaver St., 
Dorchester. Unique opportunity for the public to learn about the 
Boston YWCA at Aswalos. Free. Refreshments served. 


El Salvador Tabling see Sept 3 listing. 

2:00 pm-6:00 pm Boston Bisexual Women's Network potluck picnic/ 
barbecue All women welcome. Bring food, non-alcoholic beverages, 
frisbees, volleyball, friends, etc. At Herder Park (across from Channel 
4, Soldiers Field Road, Boston). Call 247-6683 for more information. 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm and Sun 11, 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Our Voices, Our 
Visions a workshop on how to speak out on nuclear disarmament. $20 
registration fee includes: materials, Saturday morning coffee/muffins; 
Saturday lunch and Sunday afternoon refreshments. Registration 
must be received by Wed. September 7 to be included in the training. 
This is a speaker 's workshop developed by WAND to help women and 
men articulate their concerns about disarmament and for a peaceful 
future. At the Pleasand St Congregational Church, 75 Pleasant St. 
Arlington. Sponsored by WAND, tel# 643-6880. 

7:30 The Puerto Rican Independance Movement: a History of 
Struggle. A representative from the Boston Committee for Puerto Ri- 
can Civil Rights will speak on El Grito de Lares, the 1868 island-wide 
anti-colonial uprising and the upcoming trial of the Puerto Rican/ 
Hartford 15 defendants. Donation requested. At the Emanuel Church, 
15 Newbury St., Boston. Child Care available. Sponsored by All-Peo- 
ple's Congress 424-117^ 

8:00 pm Bad Water. Admission $10. See Sept 7 listing. 

8:00 pm Ethnic Dance Saturday multi-ethnic dance performance and 
open dance with live drumming. Together we celebrate life. 
Admission $7. Special rates for students, seniors, children and special 
needs. At the 1 st congregational in Cambridge, 11 Garden St. 
Sponsored by the African Center for the Healing Arts, tel# 524-9020. 

Chiltern Mountain Club an outdoor recreation 
UXl X X organization for lesbians, gay men and their 
friends. Join us for a 2 hour walk through Carlisle's Great Brook Farm 
State Park. Call Keena for details: (508)263-5936 

8:00 pm Bad Water. Admission $8. See Sept 7 listing. 


especially those wishing to do outreach work to youth on 
anti-militarism issues. Call 354-0931 for more information. 

7:00 pm Boston NOW Reproductive Rights Task Force meeting. 
Defend access to legal abortion and birth control, and work on other 
important reproductive rights issues. At the Boston NOW office, 971 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Free. Call 782-1056 for more information. 

7:30 pm Metropolitan Community Church of Boston HIV Antibody 
Positive Support Group, a confidential setting for people who have 
tested positive to discuss concerns, feelings, and issues raised by the 
test. At the MCC office, 720 Mass Ave, Cambridge, for info and access, 
call 523-7664. 

8:00 pm-10:00 pm Feminist Discussion Group: Women Supervisors 
in the Workplace. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cam- 
bridge. Call 354-8807 for more information. ASL^ 

TTlIll'C 1 C Democratic Primary for state 
A A l IAA & A J representatives and senators. 

*t 7:00 pm Sergio Aguirre Martinez, President of the 
XTA iU ll r 000 member Chilean Confederation of Long- 
shoremen and Seafarers will be speaking about the presidential plebi- 
scite planned by Augusto Pinochet for this autumn and popular reac- 
tion to it especially in unions and other working class organizations. 
Sponsored by Casa Chile. For more information, call Renato Vera at 
776-7082. 

^ ^ 1 4. Py and Sun 18 Oxfam America's 2 nd Annual 
k-J dl X / International Harvest Fair, an open air festival 
which features a rich variety of multi-cultural performances, ethnic 
foods, international and local crafts, and creative workshops for 
children. The fair is a fundraising event with a strong educational 
component. On the Cambridge Common. Call Oxfam at 482-1211 for 
more information. 

El Salvador Tabling see Sept 3 listing. 

10:00 am-4:00 pm Unity Community Festival at Franklin Field Park in 
Roxbury (Blue Hill Ave and Talbot Ave). Activities include: 
presentations of musical bands (salsa, merengue, latino american 
music); ethnic food, arts and crafts from Latin America, bingo raffle; 
exhibits of various community agencies; children's activities; theatre 
presentations. Rain Date, Sept 24. Call 265-3015 for more information. 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm Mass. Tenants' Organization and Mass Tenants' 
Resource Center 1988 statewide tenants convention Members from 
all over the state come together to exchange stories, share resources, 
and decide what MTO/MTRC's priority will be for 1989. Anyone who 
wants to vote on the resolutions must be a member of MTO, but 
tenants can join MTO at the door of the convention. Keynote Address 
by Mel King, workshops on statewide tenants rights, at-risk 
subsidized developments, electoral politics and lobbying, tenant 
group organizing and fundraising, housing production, fair housing 
and rent control. Music and socializing. Group rally following the 
convention targetting the real estate industry. At the Roxbury 
Community College. Childcare by appointment (call 367-6260)^ 

10:00am-4:00pm Spectacular Rummage Sale to benefit Boston area 
Central America refugees and mothers of the disappeared in El Salva- 
dor (rain date, Sept 24). Proceeds go to Centro Presente. Qothes, toys, 
books, furniture, housewares, edibles, and collectibles will all be on 
sale. Donations for the sale are still being sought. Sponsored by the Ni- 
cole Hollander Fan Club of the the National Pledge of Resistance. For 
more information or to arrange drop off of goods, contact Phyllis at 
522-4781. To arrange pickups of furniture or other large objects, con- 
tact Maura at 524-3153. 


Thurs 22 


more information. ASLj^ 

TALj J 8:00pm-10:00pm Feminist Discussion 

V V IX Jmd X Group: Creative Change in Society. Free. At 

the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, Cambridge. Call 354-8807 for 
more information. ASL^ 

6:30 pm Memory and Identity: Some 
Notes on Cultural History Speakers: 
Elena Poniatowska (Mexican Writer), Rita Eder (Mexican historian 
and critic) and Tino Villanueva (Chicano poet and editor). Part of Lati- 
noamerica Despierta, a nine-week series of symposia, exhibitions and 
concerts focusing on political culture. Features progressive artists and 
writers from Latin America and Hispanic North America. Free. At the 
Mass. College of Art Tower Auditorium, 621 Huntington Ave, Boston. 
Call 232-1555x484 for more information. 

'E+ii 0*5 through Sun. 25 Free South Africa Regional 
A/A A Conference at Yale University, New Haven, 

Connecticut. Starts at 8pm Friday, 8am Saturday, 8:30 am to noon 
Sunday. $25.00 fee includes lunch and cultural activities Saturday 
evening. Call 203-777-2756 for more details. Co-sponsored by 
Mobilization for Survival. 

through Sun. 25 "Moving Beyond the Cold War: Restructuring 
US/USSR Relations", a conference on aspects of common security and 
alternative defense. Brochure and more information from Institute 
for Peace and International Security, PO. Box 2651, Cambridge 02138. 
Tel #547-3338. 

7:30 pm Report from El Salvador report by the Cambridge Sister City 
medical delegation on their one week visit to San Jose las Flores in the 
war zone of northern El Salvador. At St. Mary's Church, 143 Norfolk 
St (Central Sq.) Cambridge. Call 876-4545 for more information^ 

7:00 - 10:00 pm. Americans for Democratic Action. 
Fundraising Party featuring the state’s progressive Democratic 
leaders, including new party primary victors. Huge fireworks 
display at 8:00 pm. Admission $25. 4 Brantwood Road, Arlington. 
Contact: Jim Marzilli. 482-3648. 

8:00pm-midnight Women's Coffeehouse: Esther Heggie (Fire) reads 
erotic poetry from her new book, Wolf Lights. Bring 30 copies of one 
page of your own erotic poetry, prose or art and we'll create a book for 
each of us to take home. Free. At the Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St, 
Cambridge. Call 354-8807 for more information. ASL|^ 


C !• O/l National March in Hartford Ct., Defend the 
clX Rights of the Puerto Rican People. Free the 

Puerto Rican/Hartford 15.. The trial of the Puerto RicatVHartford 15 
will begin this September in Hartford, Ct. For more information and 
bus tickets, call 427-6064. Sponsored by the Boston Committee for 
Puerto Rican Civil Rights. 


El Salvador Tabling see Sept 3 listing. 

^ ^ ^ f\ [■ 10:45 am Boston Bisexual Women's and Men's 

^ IXAi Network monthly Dim Sum Brunch Meet un- 

der the arch in Chinatown. Call 247-6683 for more information. 

11:00 am Repression and Resistance: the Palestinian Uprising in West 
Bank and Gaza a talk by Jeanne Butterfield, chair of Palestine 
Solidarity Committee. Free. At the Community Church of Boston, 565 
Boylston St, Boston. Call 266-6710 for more information. Child care 
provided,^ 



Thurs 29 


11:30 am New Forms: Central America 
and the Caribbean Speakers: Claribel 
Alegria (Salvadoran poet), Gerardo Mosquera (Cuban art critic) and 
Norberto James (Dominican poet). Part of the Latinoamerica Despier- 
ta series (see Sept 22 listing). At Roxbury Community College Large 
Auditorium, Building 1, 1234 Columbus Ave, Boston. 

7:00 pm-9:30 pm Annual Physicians for Social Responsability 
Chapter Dinner. John Marttila will speak on surveys done on the 
question of national security: Americans talk security. At the Sheraton 
Lexington In, 727, Mar nett Rd, Lexington. Admission $25 for dinner, or 
$5 for the program only. Call 497-7440 for more information^ 

7:00 pm Hunt for the Red Menace: Legal Justification for Political 
Witch-hunts Speaker: Chip Berlet secretary of the National Lawyers 
Guild Civil Liberties Committee, and paralegal investigator studying 
authoritarian trends for the Political Research Association in Cam- 
bridge. At the B.U. Law School, Barister Hall, Boston. Sponsored by 
the National Lawyers GuildJ^ 

7:30 pm The Somerville Central America Peace Project presents Focus 
on El Salvador, the first in a series of events related to Latin America. 
The program will include a slide presentation by Jim Harney, testimo- 
ny by a Salvadorean in sanctuary in Somerville, and a spokesperson 
for the Winning Democracy campaign. Free. At the Powderhouse 
Community School on Broadway near the Davis Sq. T-stop in Somer- 
ville. For more information, call 625-9364. 

7:30 pm Party of the New Type: Outlining the Structure and Program 
of the CPUSA with Clyde Grubbs and Polly Halfkenny. 7 sessions on 
consecutive Thursdays. At the Center for Marxist Education, 550 Mass. 
Ave, Cambridge, Ma., Tel# 868-5620. 

9:00 P m “l : 00 am Celebrate Your Orientation, 
m Admission $3 students, $5 non-students. At the 

Backstage, 775 Commonwealth Ave., Boston. Call 353-9808 if you're 
confused. 


Sat, Oct 1 


9:00 am-5:00 pm Teach-In on El Salva- 
dor All day teach-in featuring corre- 
spondent Chris Norton, human rights activist Maria Teresa Tula, and 
others. Workshops on all faces of the Salvadoran movement (repopu- 
lation, unions, women, the FMLN) and on local solidarity projects. 
Film, music, crafts, food and a way to plug in. Call Mike Prokosch at 
NECAN. 491-4205 

7:00 pm Salvadoran Dinner/ Reception featuring Mercedes Salgado, 
FMLN-FDR representative. Also live Latin music, Haitian poetry by 
Jean-Claude Martineau. Admission $5.00. At the Firehouse Multicul- 
tural Arts Center, 659 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Call CASA at 492-8699 
to reserve childcare or for more information. 

8:30 pm Salvadoran Dance Party Dance to Salvadoran and other 
dance music. Tickets $8.00 in advance, $10.00 at the door. At the Fire- 
house Multicultural Arts Center, 659 Centre St, Jamaica Plain. Call 
CASA at 492-8699 for more information. 


yr. 




Listings Deadline for October is 
Monday, September 19 
Send to: What's Left in Boston 
92 Green Street, 

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130 
Or telephone: 522-9671 
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